Steroid-responsive chronic hepatic graft-versus-host disease without extrahepatic graft-versus-host disease.
A 29-yr-old woman developed severe, progressive cholestasis 5 months after allogeneic bone marrow transplantation. Extrahepatic graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) was absent. Skin biopsy was equivocal 2 months after transplant, rash was absent during the period of cholestasis, and cholangiographic abnormalities were absent. Liver biopsy 7.5 months posttransplant revealed chronic hepatic GVHD. Cholestasis dramatically resolved with high dose corticosteroid therapy. Chronic hepatic GVHD occurs in the absence of overt extraintestinal GVHD and respond promptly to therapy. This underscores the importance of aggressive diagnostic evaluation of posttransplant cholestasis.